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Now ſend you what you deſire, 
my Thonghts of the Mll-znian 


Principle, and with ſuch fim- 
plicity and freedom of Stile, as 
may aſſure you, 1 ule no Artifice, 


| nor mana,e any Deſign. I am not 
| Ignorant, as you ſay, that this Do- 


ctrine 15 grown popular, and has got 


\ great footing and credit in the 


World, but whether deſervedly, or 


otherwiſe, I venture not to deter- 


mine,my preſent purpoſe being plain- 
ly to impart my Sentiments Concern- 
ing-it. 

If we trace the Milex/an Opini- 
on to its Original, we ſhall find it to 
be of Jewiſh ExtraQtion , and that'it 


| ſprang from a groſs Miſtake the 
Jews ever had of the Prophecies, 


touching the Kingdom of Mefaabh ; 
to whom the Oracles of the Old 


B Teſt- 


US] 
Teſtament gave the Titles of Prieſt 
and Frophet, and in a more empha- 
tical and eminent manner, the Title 
of King : The principal Function of 
whoſe Royal Office, was to conſiſt 
in the Adminiſtration and Govern- 
menr of a Kingdom. And the ſame 
Oracles fer once calling Meſſtah a 
Prieſt afcer the Order of Melch:ze- 
deck, and twice or thrice a Pro- 
phet, they fifty times, faith a great | 
Obſerver, give him the - Title of | 
King : And by the name of King- | 
dom, they denote that Intendance 
and Authority which he was to 
have over the People of 1ſrael, and 
the reſt of thg World. And that 
there might be ſome Proportion be- 
tween: the condition of the King: 
dom and the Dignity of him who 
was to rule it, the Prophets repre- 
ſent this Kingdom as marvellouſly 
great, and Sovereignly magnificent, 
ſetting Mef74h as far above all other 
Potentates, as they were above their 


Subjects, 


But 
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But becauſe the Divine Scriptures 
do not evidently ſet down the na- 
ture of the Magnificence of Chriſt's 


| Reign and Kingdom, the Fews took 


the liberty to figure to themſelves 
{luch a Notion thereof, as agreed 
beſt with their Ambition and TInte- 
reſt; and interpreted all Texts re- 
lating to the Kingdom of Mef/ah, 
of Temporal Greatneſs and Glory, 
without the leaſt regard to any 

thing therein that was Spiritual. 
And not to take noticeof the par- 
ticular humourſume Extravagances 
of the Rabbins, and the fanciful O- 
pinions and Glofſes with which chey 
have abnſed and corrapted all things 
relating to the Kingdom of Chriſtzir 
may ſuffice to remark, That they 
expected a M-7ah who ſhould be an 
illuſtrious Conquerour, and by force 
of Arms ſubdue all the Nations of 
the Earth, and render their on 
Proſperity the Envy of the World. 
And that which chiefly cheriſh'd in 
them this exorbitant Imagination, 
and prompted them to ſuch extrava- 
B 2 gant 
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gant Hopes, was, their natural in- 
clinatibn to earthly and ſenſible Poſ- 
ſeſſions; of which they- were ſo 
ſtrangely enamour'd, 'thar they had 
no taſte nor relifh of any thing elle: 
Alake us , laid the old Iſraelites, Gods 
that _ 20 before ws An inviſible 
Divinity did not content them, but 
they muſt have one endued with 
ſenlible . Attributes, a God whom 
they might. ſee and handle ; as if 
one who was nothing bur $pirit, had 
not. been able ro prote& them; and 
to hniſh what they had undertakes. 
And this carnal Humour was ſo na+ 
tnral ro the 'Jews, that 1t never left 
that Farthly-minded Nation,but had 
ill ſo far the Alcendant over them, 
 thar they underſtood all Prophecies 
of M-/i+h accordingly. | 
And as once no God bur 'one that 
was viſible could pleaſe them, ſo af- 
tf they would be content with no 
Chriſt, - bur one inveſted with fe- 
cular Spleadour ang - Glory, - with 
whom they were 'toreign in world- 


ly State and Magnificence. 
And 


SLY 

And they were the ealilier indu- 
ced to this Conceit, becauſe they 
had never ſeen nor read of any Go- 
vernment , but whar was Temporal. 
Much had been told chem of the 
Eaſtern Monarchs, and of the vaſt 
Extent and Proweſs of their Domi- 

nions : but they had never obſerved 
that thoſe puiſſant Emperors did e- 
ver pretend to have Authority over 
any other thing than the Body. And 
as to their own Kings, they like- 
wiſe.never ſaw them noted for the 
exerciſe of any other Royalty than 
what was purely Earthly. ; 

-For tho. the Reignof David and 
Solomon had ſomething of Spiritual 
inic, which did prefigure the Kings: 
dom of Me/i1h; yet the fews did not 
underſtand nor regard the Myſtery, 
but ſtuck at the Letter, and look'd no 
farther than the Rind, or viſible 
out ſide of the Empire of thoſe two 
Kings, in whom ſo much gf the Mej- 


[ah was typiked. 
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Indeed the Jews lived under the 
Diſpenſation of a Covenant, where- 
in things Spiritual were contain'd 
under the Cover of things Corpo- 
ral. They likewiſe believed the 
ſame Covenant to be perpetual, and 
not to be ſuperannuated, bur to laſt 
for ever. They believed the BEene- 
fits accrewing from the Me/74h were 
likewils Earthly ; and they interpre- 
ted all the great things ſpoken of him 
in Scripture, to 1efpect Mis Pomps 
and Grandeurs 1n this preſent world, 
and that they were deſign'd to ſhare 
in theta as his Favourite-people. 

At ſeveral times they had under- 
gone ſevere Calamities, for which 
they hop'd for Reparation at the 
coming of that mighty Conqueror 
whom they had pourtraicted in their 
Minds, and that he (ſhould crown 
them with Victory over their Ene- 
mies, and reverſe and pull down. the 
Roman Power, to which they had 
a more peculiar Averfion. But when 
they ſaw a Mancallinz himſelf the 


 Mifſiah, who in all outward appea- 
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rance was mean and contemptible, 
that he appear'd in the Head of no 
more formidable an Army, than 
Twelve poor Fiſhermen ; they were 
{o offended thereat, that they could 
by no means bring themſelves to be- 

leve that he was Meſſiah. 
And notwithſtanding the Autho- 
rity of his Preaching, the Wonder- 
fulneſs of his Wiſdom, and the Splen- 
dor of his Miracles, did aftoniſh, and 
move them to pay him Veneration: 
Yet all their good Opinion of him 
ſunk and fell xo the Ground, when 
they ſaw he came not. up to that 
Greatneſs they expeted. They 
knew his Birth place was deſpicable, 
his Parentage mean ; his Education 
in a Carpenter's Houſe (where they 
ſuppoſed he followed that abject 
Trade) his Company very ordina- 
ry, his manner of Life retired ; 
all which, and the like things, were 
lo contrary to. the Opinion they 
had imbibed of Chriſt, and to their 
Hopes of, the power. wherewith 
they expected him to. come., that 
B 4 they 
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they concluded this could not be he, 
and ſo rejefted him. 

And tho there were ſome, who 
notwithſtanding the meannels of our 
Lord's Appearance, did believe him 
to be the Chriit,and became his Pro- 
ſeiytes ; yet they aid not quit their 
Opinion of his Temporal Kingdom, 
bur {111 fatter'd themſelves with the 
expectation thereof. And tho it was 
not then, yet in due time they 
thought it would be manifeſted to 
their peculiar Satisfaction, and the 
Wonder of all the World. Had 
not the. Difciples been fully perſwa- 
ded Chriſt would have a Temporal 
Kingdom, they would never have 
contraſted which of them ſhould be 
greateſt therein. Merhin their Wits 
ſeldom fall vut about what they 
really believe neither 1s, nor ever 
will be. The Queſtion the Diſci- 
ples put to our Saviour at the point 
of his Aſcention, viz. Lord, wilt 
2hou at this time reſtore again the 
Kindo to Iracl ? Is very remarka- 
ble to this purpoſe. And what our 

Sa - 
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| Letter, all thoſe great things ſpoken 
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{ Saviour returns for anſwer, viz. 


That it was not for them to know the © 
Times and Seaſons, does not in the 
leaſt hint any ſuch Kingoom ever 
to be ; but it roundly rebukes their 
Curiofity in enquiring into the times, 
and in ſome mealure their Opinion 
concerning his Kingdom. lr is not 
to be doubted but that the Diſciples, 
as well as the other Jews, had the 
ſame Notion and Hope of Chriſt's 
being to have a Pompous Reign up- 


| on Farth. And as to the Modern 
| Jews they are as ford of this Conceit, 


as ever their Anceſtors were. For 
at this very day they feed themſelves 
with the plealing Idea of a Me/zah to 
come, who ſhall deliver them out 
of the Hands of their Enemies, ren- 
devous them in Paleſtize, rebuild Fe- 
ruſalem *for them, and by fignal Vi- 
Qtories and Triumphs, ſubdue all 
all theKings of the Earth, and put 
the Nations under their Feer. A 
Mcfizh they wait for, in whom ſhall 
be abundantly fulfilled in the very 


of 


[ 10 } 
of in the Second and Seventy ſecond| fl 
Pſalms : And they deride all thoſe]þ, 
who interpret thoſe Paſſages, of the} 

wonderful Bleſſings of God upon the! ; 
Preaching of the Apoſtles ; by which|;] 
not only many thouſands of the Jews,} y 
but the Heazhez over all the World| 


were brought in to the Faith off, 
Chriſt. 


| C 
( 
You ask me, Sir, what think of! ( 
Chriſt's de! aying to give his Diſciples: c 
a clear Deicription of the Nature of! \ 
his Kingdom, and wherein it was! | 
to conlilt, ſeeing this would have| « 
been an Authentick Confuration of | c 
their Errors about it, and have ei-| t 
ther convinc'd, or lett them excule- | c 
leſs. | 
lf it may be ſafe to conjecture in| 


this Matter, 1t was becauſe their Bot- | 


' tles were not yet fit to receive this | 


put into them withour danger of a | 
confiderable Rupture. A plain | 
Ieclaration of the nature of | 
his Kingdom was one of thoſe 

things | 


b 
6 


] 
1 
\ 
] 
new Wine, and that it could not be | { 
f 
| 
{ 
! 


| [us ] 
nd| things they were not yet able to 
16! bear. 
he] For the utter reje&ion of the 
te] Jewiſh Nation (inſtead of reſtoring 
li! the Kingdom to 1/-a:!) rogether 
'S,\ with the entire change of the 
ld} whole Mz/aice Diſpenſation, and 
of! the bringing 1n of all Nations in 
common within the Pale of the 
; Church, wer@things belonging to 
df; Chriſt”s Kingdom, and which were 
'S\ to happen when-ever it began, and 
f' were indeed ſach hard Sayings 
S to the Diſciples, who entertaind 
r quite contrary Hopes, that they 
| could neither ſwallow nor digeſt 


-| them. The glorious earthly King- 


| dom of Miah was the Jews topping 
| ExpeQtation, and of ſo long ſtand- 
2 | ing, and become ſo popular, that it 
-| was not very ſafe to confront it. 
| Beſides, many Texts, as they fanſied, 

ſeem'd not only to favour, but con- 
' frm it; and above all, it was ſo ta- 
| king with the Jews, and they had 
| ſet their Hearts ſo much «pon it, 
- | that it would ſcarce have been pru- 
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dent to have endeavour'd ail on the) 
ſudden to divert them from it. And! F 
therefore our Lord, who did all! 
things with a marvellons Wiſdom, F 
uſed gentle Pauſes, and Preparatives| 
to wean his Niſciples from this Er-! 
He dealt with them according | 
: they Strength, and drew them | 
off from their Miſconceptions with 
the Cords of a Man,* When they, 
were at variance about Superiority 
in the Kingdom they expcCted, 
Chrift geatly diverts them from. this | 
j plealinz Fancy, by telling thcm, | 
| S. Luk. 22. [he Kimos of the Gentiles, did exerciſe 
þ 25, 20, Lorafhip OVEF TIJem rm, but thit it was not 
| to be ſo mono them. And he told the 
Wife of Zrhedee, petitioning him for 
; her Sons Prefer ment 1n his Kingdom, 
| $ Mate, 7 2t it aid not b:long to him, but to | 
| 20; 23. the Father, ro diſpoſe of tho firſt Seats, 
| and hioheft Places in his Kingdom : | 
And he adviſed them rather to think 
of partaking with him in his Suffer- 
ings, than of raiſing themſelves 
higher than their Condition would | 
bar. Indecd upon ſeveral Occaſt- | - 
ons 
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| no Ferufalem was one of the moſt 
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rn 
ons Chriſt ſpoke many things, which 
if the Diſciples had attentively ob- 
ſerved, they might have ſmelt the 
Air of his Kingdom. His entrance 


: Solemn Patlages of his Life, and 


| bad faireſt for Secular Royalty : ' His 
riding apon an Aﬀles Foal was a Roy- 
al Geſture and Ceremony, as alſo his 
receiving the Acclamations die to 
him as a King ; ; yerall this fell infi- 
nitely ſhort of that Grandeur which 
the Ten »s believed was to attend the 


\ coming of the true Me/iah. 


Bur rhe nearer Chrilt drew to his 
Paſhor, the clearer Declarations he 
ave of his Kingdom. When the 
Diſciples ſtood amazed ar the Dift- 
ficulty Chriſt made of a Rich Man's 
entring into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, one of them (thinking them- 
ſelves looſe enough from that impe- 


_diment, having left all to follow 


' | him) demanded, What they ſhoald 


have for becoming poor for his ſake 5, tO 
whom Jelus anſw ered; Ye which have 


followed me in the Regen ration, when 
tHe 


[ 14 ] 
the Son of Man ſhall ſit on the Thronk de 
of his Gor Y, Je alſo ſhall fat 032 twelt ; of 
Thrones , Judging the T weltve Tribes re 
of I{rael, St. Matt. 19. 28. In theſe a! 


7 Words, I am humbly of Opinion, VE 


our Lord Chriſt had an Eyeto that) ff 
Renovation of the World, which! T< 
the Jews, tho in an earthly carnal 
Senſe, expeRed ſhould come to paſs, C 
at the coming of Meſſiah. Now, | 
our Saviour to correct this Error,and! 4 
to Call back the Minds of the Diſci-' ®! 
ples to a right apprehenſion of the; EC 
thing they miſtook, uſes the Word I 
Fenu3Lamz, which our Tranſlation} ft 
renders Regeneration ; but 1t pro-| * 
perly ſignifies a New or Second State:} 
And the Grammarians ſay,it imports} © 
to be born, or made the ſecond time,! ® 
The Pyrhagoreans uſed it for the re-| 1 
turn of the Soul ;, or when that! © 
Soul which was in him that is dead, P 
comes back to life again in another} [ 
Body. But in our Lord's uſe of the! 
Word, it implies that Renovation} 
which began at his Reſurrection, or. 
Aſcenſion ; and 1t 15 not to —— 
er- | 


[x5 ] 
derſtood of the Body and Subſtance 
} of the World ; bur it conſiſted in the- 
| renewing of the Manners, DoQtrine, 
fs anda Dii-enſation conucing there- 
| unto ; Men, and not the Fabrick of 
ar! the World; were to be renewed and 
-þ! regenerated. 
al In this new Age and State of the 
6 Church, the Diſciples were to fit 
y,, upon Thrones, they were to have 
1d! a Power inftated on them as Chriſt's 
; + Succeſſors, ſomewhat proportionable 
\e. fo that of the ſeveral Rulers of the 
.q| Tribes among the Jews. And with 
| this Power they were inveſted by 
- Chriſt at his departure from them 
..| into Heaven, But learned Men are 
of Opinion, that this Text 1s not to 
be underſtood of the Perſons of the 
Twelve Apoſtles, becaule Jadas, one 
+| of them, miſcarried before it came to 
j, | paſs, but that it was meant of their - 
r| Doftrine. As if our Lord had ſaid, 
ef * When I fhall bring Judgment upon 
1 *this moſt unjuſt Nation, then your 
r. © Docrine which you have preached 
. | *in my Name, ſhall judge and con- 
. | *demn them. A 


A few Hours before his PaTion, 
Chriſt told Pilate, That his K7inodom) 
was not of this World, John 18. 36. 
which Words of Chriſt, if they had! 
been marurely coalidered, 
have given a full Confutation of the 
Jews Error, and removed the Rv. | 


might} 


mans Jealoukie, concerning his King- | 
dom : For he told them plainly e- 
nough, Thar he did not pretend to, | 
nor aimat any Earthly Sovereignty : 

W hich Declaration coming from his | 
own Mouth ar the tiine of his laſt | 


Tryal, 


and in ſo great a Solemni- 
ty, was authentick beyond all Ex- 
ception ? 

But all this did not farisfe even |! 
his own Diſciples, who ſtill hanker'd | 
afcer, what they moſt delired, apom- | 
pous temporal Kingdom; as appears | 
by the Queſtion they pat to our | 
Lord as he was ready to mount up 
to Heaven : Aﬀs 1.6. Wilt thou as 
this time reſtore azain the Ryn2 49% ty 


[{rael. 
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They ſeem {till to have the ſame 
fanciful Conceptions about Chriſt's 
Temporal Reign with the reſt of chat 
Nation ; tho they doubted and he- 
ſitared as to the time ; For they 
thought belike he would not then 
reſtore the Kingdom, or ſhew any 
ſuch kindneſs ro that Generation, 
who had dealr fo baſcly and perfi- 
diouſly with him : 8” 4. were faln 
under the aCtual Guilt of his Blood- 
ſhed, and had committed ſo many 
Wickednefſes againtt him. Yet for 
all this chey thoug! at that that look'd 
like the moſt probable time for the 
Great Reſtauration which they were 


| taught by their own Traditions, was 


to happen at fome notable Reſurre- 


; OO Now there cou'd never be 


1 eturrection n wore remarkable 
tha n  Chrid ; - of which themſelves 
vere unquelt Saable Witneties. SO 

hs it was no wonder that they 


| doubted whether the Kingdom of 


' Me[tah was no: then to com- 
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But the Diſciples did {till but on- 
ly gueſs at the Reign of the M-/- 
ih ; and neither the time. nor 
manner of it was yet clearly ma- 
nifeſted unto them, both ſeeming 
to be purpoſely reſerv'd for the Stu- 
pendious Pentecoſt, when the Ho- 
iy Ghoſt deſcended on them, and 
taught them all things neceſlary 
both for themſelves and the whole 
Church, and gave a compleat Form 
to the Chriſtian Religion. Then it | 
was that they began to have their | 
Eyesopenced, and plainly to ſee how | 
Chriſt's Kingdom was no other than 
the Church, or the Society of Be- 
tievers, over whom he was to 
rule by his Word and Spirit; and 1n 
whoſe Government there was to be 
nothing Earthly and Carnal, bur e- | 
very thing wholly Spiricual, Hea- | 
venly and Divine. * Chriſt neither | 
* had, nor would have any Temporal | 
* Power, nor did the Apoſtics pre- | 
* tend to any by Virtue of che Com- | 
* million they received from him. | 
He | 


L 19. ] 
* He communicated no other Power 
* to his Church on Earth, chan what 
* himſelf claimed whilſt he remaind 
; {lo ic ; which was purely Spiricual 

'in order to a Wmctre State, and 
* void of all Temporal Power and 
- Coercion. And the brit Principle 
' Upon which our whole Chriſtant- 

*ty lies, is, Thar all the Advantages, 

* Priviieges, and Preheininences, that 
*the Church can pretend to derive 

*from our Saviour, are purely SPpt- 

* ritual, relating only to the State 
* of Souls in the World to 
* come. 

The preaching and propagation 
of the Goſp-! by Chriſt and his 
Apoltles, is in ſeveral places of Scri-' 
pture called the Kingdom of God, 
or of Heaven : And after Pentecoſt, 
when the Spirit fate. upon the Apo- 
ſtles, we never find them interpre- 
ting Chrift's Kingdom of any thing - 
but the preaching ; of the Golpel ; as 


being that whereby he came to- 


reign 1n their Hearts who believed- 
C 2 it. 
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ir, And now we find the Apoſtles 
ro have quite laid aſide their Expe- 
tation of Chriſt's * cutting off all 
* thoſe Nations that were diſobedi- 
* ent to the Few/ſw Law : and of re- 
* deeming Iſrael from the Gemtzle 
* Yoak, and of eſtabliſhing a King- 
*dom and Age among the YFers, 
* which ſhould be crown'd with all 
© manner of Delights. And inſtead 
of the alundance and Proſperity 
they once dream'd to enjoy at the 
coming of Meſſiah, they now pre- 
pare for the Croſs, and with Chear- 
fulneſs and Patience to undergo Ca- 
jamities and Perlecntions, and by 
ſuffering for Chriſt on Earth, to 
fit themſelves to reign with him 1n 
Heaven. | 

But the Apoſtles having retracted 
their Opinion concerning Chriſt's 
Temporal Kingdom, and conſequent- 
ly. ſubverred the Foundation of 
Miteantaniſm, you wonder how it 
came to be followed by ſome Chr1- 
_ Htians, who lived, if not in, yer 
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next Door to the times of the Apo- 
ftles. Now, to cure you of this wan- 
der, which betrays your good Wull 
to Milennianiſm, | fend you the tol- 
lowing Recipe. 


It evidently appears by Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory, that in the firſt 
times of the Chriſtian Church, vain 
Opinions began to take Foot, and 


that the Millennium appear d with Ma 


the earlieſt: For in the next Age 
to, if not in that of the Apoſtles, 
we read of ſome who heldq, © That 
*the Church ſhould enjoy great 
© Proſperity here below forthe ſpace 


 * of a thouſand Years. Cerinthas 15 


commonly produced for the firſt 
Author of this Opinion ; and he is 
{aid to have written a Book concern- 
ing it ; pretending that he was” 
thereunto directed by theRevelations 
of the Anoſtle St. John, and by his, 
own Revelations, which he gave out 
were ſent him by the Miniſtry of 


Angels. 
SH But 


\ 
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But the Milennians, unwilling 
their Opinion ſhould have no bets» 
ter Father than Cerizthxs, a note- 
riovs Heiztck, derive its Pedigree 
from %:.n of much greater Honeſty 
and Credit ; f{uc't as Pipizs, Trenens, 
Fuſtin,, Arhenazoras, Clemens, Tertul- 
{i2z, Laftantivs, and others of 
the Ancients. 

As to Papias, who 1s generally ac- 
counted the firſt that profeſſed Chi- 
liaſm ; he was Biſhop of Hierapolis 
in 4fiz, and, as moſt ſay, Dil- 
ciple of J-hz the Evangeliſt, or of 
another of that Name. So that for 
his Office, and the Honcur of his 
being Scholar to ſome great Maſter, 
his Perſon and Doctrine met with 
confiderable Credit and Regard. 
:Tis certain, that he was very warm 
in the Defence of the M:licnninm. 
and Ilabourd Tooth and Nail to 
make it the Doctrin of the Church. 
And he was wont to be out of 
Humour with all who would not 
hold as he did, v/z. © That Chrift 
« ſhould 
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* ſhould come and gather the Elect 
*to Jeruſalem, there to reign with 
© him for a thouſand Years, and _ 
during that time to enjoy allthan- 
* ner of Delights, #Z+/c5/5 reckons 
this among the extravagant Conccits - 
whereof Papias was guilty. One 
ſaith, That he was wont co talk 
with great aſſurance of the many 
things he had learned from unwrit- 
ten Tradition, and inſtanced in new 
Parables, new Inſtitutions of Chriſt, 
not mentioned in the Goſpels, and 
certain fabulous Stories : among 
which En/cbizs reckons his Opinion 
concerning Chriſt's thoufand Years 
Reign upon Earth. And the fame 
Hiſtorian avers, That Papas fell into 
this Error, by radely underſtanding 
the Sayings and Inſtitutions of the 
Apoſtles, and taking-thoie things in 
a literal, which he ought to have 
taken 1n a myſtical Sence, Papras _ 
had the name. of a well-meaning 
Man ; but he was look'd upon as no 
Conjurer. His ſtock of Learning. 

C 4 was 
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was but Ilittie, and his Diſcretion 
"leſs ; as appears, faith Erſibins, by 
Þis Writings : And according to the 
general Character given of him, he 
was Hom? (5 Pmpiec,, > minimi inge- 
zi; ; much given to tell and hear 
Wonders and ſtranye Stories; and 
fo credulous that he would believe 
the moſt fabulous Reports that were 
rold him. So thar-1t 15 no wonder, 
that with other ridiculous Errors, he 
imbibed this of the 1i/-2nium. For 
being credulous and undiſcerning, 
Fallacics went as ealily down with 
him as Truths ; and what was yet 
more to be lamentcd, he often fa- 
therd palpable Fallities upon the A- 
poltles themſelves. And certainly 
noting 11 Religion 1s more Perni- 
CiOns than caſily to beiteve, and 
greedily to embrace t]:ings that have 
 alhadow of Piety and Truth, vih. 
ont mature tryal and —__ - 


For this will mix vai Vito ” 


falle Repreſentations with Relizio 
wherein the leaſt T Irnth 15 more va- 
I1ahle 
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Jnable than all we can imagine of 
our own Heads : And in this caſe, 
a real Taper 1s more [:rviceable than 
a painted Sin. 

Now Alleanianiſ can have no 
great cauſe of boaſting to have Pa- 
pias for its Patriarch, who was a 
Perſon, faith a late Author, nor of 
any reverend Authority in the 
Church of God. He truſted to un- 
written Traditions.and thro his eaſt- 
neſs of Belief, was very apt to be put 


upon. Monheur Amyraut 15 of the + 


mind, That he was infeAed with Mz/- | 


% 
> 


lennianiſ by ſome of the Primitive | 


Impoſtors, or that he fuckd 1 ir from 
theold $bi/s : But to fay that he re- 
ceived it from St. John, were to ru- 
ine the Authority of that great Apo-' 
ſtle, and expoſe Chriſtian Religion 
tro the Laughter and Mockery of its 
Enemies. 

The next we find cited in fayour 
ofthis Opinion, 15 Holy Ireners, who 


having being Scholar to Papias Jr 


might be eaſily leavened with his 
Dottrine. 
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DoQrine. This good Man was af« 


moſt curious and critical Scarcher 
into all Opinions, fo that not any! 
heretical Tenet was unknown to 
him: he had the Poets and Philo- 
{ophers ad it AOHEW?, and was exqut 


litely acquainted with the Holy Scrif 


tures ; and though he was furniſh-| 
ed with all forts of Learning ; yet| 
he avoided all Often:ation thereof ; 
He loved that his Stile {honid be S1| 
newy, and not Corpulent, and thoj 


very able to ule, yer alway declin'd} , 


Elegancy of <peech ; proteſſing his} 
Care was not to delight, but to 1n- 
ſtruct his Reacer. 

But for allthis he was not "Ow 
from Errors, but held many things 
now condemn'd as Heterocox : as, 
« That - the Sou's of wicked Men 
*ſhou'd ceaſe to be at all, aftcr they 
* had been long tormented. But that 
which wonld be moſt for our pur- 
poſe, 15 to ind out in his Writings 
where Irenens aſſerts, * That juſt] 
* Men after they have reigncd a 


[tho pn 
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*© thouſand years with Chriſt on 
$ Earth, and fatiated themſelves wr h 


© Delights, {hall enter into Heaven, 


*and there enjoy eternalBj cſlednefs. 
 wou'd gladly lee any place in Ireaezs, 


i where {uch a Poctrin as this 15 main- 
| tained by him : For as to thoſe words 
which are alledged by Bczdc{ to alſ- 
Hert this Opinion, they are not tobe 
| found, as he cites them, in /4b. 5. 
| 4p, 25. of the Edition of Galliſias, 
or Gryauus; however I will 

them down, as I find them quored 
; 10 Freach. * The Days ſhall come, 


©in which ſhall grow up Stocks 

* of Vines, which {hall have: ten 

*thouſand Twigs, and on every 

- Twig ren thouſand Branches, and 
* on every branch ten thouſand 

* Sprigs, and on every Sprig ten thou- 
and Grapes, ahd in every Grape 
*ten thouſand Grains, and ever 

Grain being prefled , ' ſhall yield 
' twenty five mea lures of Wine ; and 
*then every one of the Saints thall 

rake one of theſe Raiſins, and 
* anorher 


[ 25 ] 
* another Raiſin ſhall cry, I am 

- © better Railin than that, take m0 
* and bleſs God for me: And all oy 

* ther Fruits, and Seeds, and Herby ti 

* (hall yield the ſame proportion, ; 
Theſe are the Words out of Ireners, 
ro Prove that he held a Millenninm | 4 
but they are not to be found in ei] t 
ther of the mentioned Editions. Ang t 
it is well for the credit of that Holy t 
Martyr of our Lord, that they are t 
l 

( 

| 

( 

\ 

| 


not to be found in his Writings: * For 
*tho he was, faith Photins , apt 
* ro cloud the moſt evident Truths 
* of Religion with ſpurious Argu- 
*ments and Reafons, yet he was 
© never obſerv'd to.be guilty of ſuch 
* Groteſques as theſe; which are 
-” more extravagant than the Phren- 
ſies of rhe Rabbins, or the Revela- 
tions of »M :howper. Gallsſits obſerves, 
That [r-z£:25 was thought to favour] | 
che Error of the Ch://aſts, but that he] | 
could not conclude any fuch thing 
from the 21. Chap. of his 5th Book 
which was alledged to prove tt. 


\ But 
; 3 


2. 


[ 29 ] 


But to grant what cannot be made 


mel out, That [reneus was a Millennary h 


ſe 
rbs 
NN, 


et no Man's Authority is ſufficient 
to defend an Error, or to juſtifie our 
proſeſſing it: Beſides, I am of Opini- 
on, Thar none of our Modern Chz/:- 


| o/ts, will be able to demonſtrate, 
| that Irer.evs was of their Judgment ; 


tho he might let ſome Words drop 
from his Pen in favourof an Opinion 
that was beld by his Maſter Papzas. 
Irenens by the conſent of all, was 
an humble and mortifed Man, and 
of great Auſterity and Diſcipline, 


| and ſo can hardly be imagin'd to 


have ſed his Fancy with the Expe- 
Qtation of a Kingdom on Earih, 
wherein Chriſtians (according tothe 


| firſt Notion of the M-lenninm) 


ſhould live for a thouſand Years 1n 
all manner of bodily Pleaſures, and 
have every Senſe entertain'd with its 
proper Delight : For the Primitive ._. 
Millennaries tell you, That during 
Chriſt's Reign on Earth, * nothing 
* ſhould be ſeen but Feaſts, Marria- 


ges 


—_ 
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*ges and Jolities, like thoſe of the 
* ancient Sacrifices, which were kept 
* with magnificent Feſtivals : which 


was a very fair Tranſcript of that 


Kingdom the Fews expected :t the 


coming of the M-jjz:h. Thus, in- 
ſtead of a Spiritual Paradiſe, ſich as 
Chriſtianity teaches its Profeſſors to 
| hope for, the M//--nians promiſed 
to themſelves a Paradiſe fit to en: 
_ tertain the moſt Senſual and Animal 
among Men : From which Mahowet 
may well be ſuppoſed ro have taken 
the draught of that Paradife where. 
in his Myſſ:/zez arc at laſt ro be re- 
gal'd. Now a State having but the 
leaſt affinity with this of the old 
Milleanaries, cannot be rhought to 
have ever enter'd into the mind of 
a Man ſo mortified and auſtere as the 
p1ons [reners, 

If Errors could receive any real 
value and approbation from thoſe 
who maintain them, Mll-nnianifn 
might defervedly have a great 
Vogue and Eſteem in the World. 
| For 


the 
ept 
ich 
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For it 1s generally believed, that not 
only the credulous Papzas fer it np, . 
and the humble Irexezs favour it 
for his ſake, but that learned Juſt: 
openly profeſs*'d, mainraind , and 
preſs'd it as the Faith of all the 
Orthodox : And that Paſlage in his 
Decalogue, againſt 7rypho, 15 preg- 
nanc to this purpole ; for there he 
faith plainly thus : ©* As for me and 
* all Chriſtians who follow the Ortho- 
*dox Faith, we hold, That there 
© ſhall be a Reſurrection of the Fleſh : 


| * That Fers/a/:zm ſhall be rebwilded, 


"enlarged, beautitied, and 1nhabited 
* with Believers tor a thouland years : 
according to what J/aiav, Exzekiet 
and other Prophets have toretold of 
theſe thouſand years : F/2i4h ſpeaks 
thus. There ſhall be a new Heaven, 
and a new Earth, and there ſhall be a9 
more remembrance of former thing s,S8C« 
And there was amoze ns a Man called 
John, ozeof Chriſt's twelve Diſciples, 
who in the Rev:lation that was given 
unto him hath prophifi:d, that the 

Faith- 
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_ ſalem a thouſand years, and that after 


 runthrough all ſorts of Philoſophy, 
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Faithful of Chriſt ſhall inhabit Jeru- 


that time there ſhall come the general 
Reſurreition and the Judgment. 

And in the ſame Dialogue Typhy 
asks Juſtia, © whether he bclicved, 
* That Jeruſalem (ould be builded a- 

«< gain, and whether the Chriſtians 
* ſhould aſſemble there, and enjoy 

« themſelves with Chriſt in Compa- 

*ny of the Patriarchs and Prophets ? 
To which J«/#;2 makes this Peremp- 
tory Reply, © That Chriſt ſhall come 

© again to Feruſalem, and there 

*ear and drink with his Diſci- 

© ples, &c. and enjoy Satiety of Flea- 
* ſures. 

Teſti was a very conſiderable Per- 
ſonage, and one, who after he had 


at laſt devoted himſelt to Platoniſ 7, 


as that which gave him , above all | 
others, the cleareit "SLIM of the | 


true God. His Converſion to Chri- 
ſftianiry was very ſingular, for it 


was eiteted by means ot an pld Man, 
who 


. » mm Moy comm £ wa a0 _ _ _ > _.. 
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who occafionally met him, and was 
wholly -unknown to him. Afﬀrer 
he was rriade a Chriſtian, he wore 
the Habir ,* and' followed the Stu- 
dy of Philoſophy , adding' there- 
unto a profound Knowledge of Scri- 
pture : And none can juſtly blame' 
you for wondring that a Man fo 
skilful in Chriſtianity, [ſhould ſo 
far Judaize as 'to' hold, The re- 
building of Jeruſalem, The reign-, 
ing of M7: on Earth 1in'Splen- 
dour and Puiffance, together with 
his Followers the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 

But this was not the only Fai- 
lure of Juſtin; for it 1s very ob- 
ſervable, that both he and moſt of 
thoſe who favour'd' Mill-nnianiſm , 
were guilty of fſach ſtrange Vi-. 
ſions; as had for ever ruia'd their -- 


Memories, had they not been con-- 
 [iderable for great Moralities. As to! 


Tuſtin, the renowned Apologift for? 
Chriſtianity, and Holy Martyr of our” 
Lord, beſides his Judaizing in _ | 

3 D of 
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of the M:!/exznium, he maintained 0- 
ther Opintons, which, are not now 
look'd upon as very Orthodox ; as 
might be inſtancd in his Judgment 
concerning tne Trinity, and the con» 
dition of departed Souls : For he 
held, * That thoſe of wicked Men 
* were to die at laſt ; and that when 
*God had puniſhed them as much as 
he would, they ſhould ſurceaſe not 
ny ©o be tormented, but to be at 
tall, And for the Souls of juſt Men 
* he was of the Opinion, that tall 
* Chriſt came. they were kept Pri- 
* ſoners by the Dxmons. The De- 
* vils {he taught) were ignorant of 
* ther own Damnation until Chriſt 
* Carne wn the Flein ; That the. 
* Heathen who lived honeſtly , 
* tho' they knew not Chriſt, were 
'faved. Theſe Dottrincs with more 
of the like {orc, are to be met with 
in his Apolozies and Dialogues : 
In whicit he was not lingular, many 
of the Ancient is being of the ſame 
mind with Teſti. 


But 
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But I will trouble you no more 
wich this cor any other great names, 
thar areuſually produced as Vouch- 
ers for Mjl::» 'ntaniſmr which 1n a 
ihorc time began to fink mighcily in 
its Reputation, and ro be as much 
Ciſlik'd as ever ic had been before 
admired. And in the Fourth Age, 
when ſome attempted to revive and 
giveit new credit among, Chriſtians, 
the Project was fo odious and diſcult- 
ful, that Damaſus, Biſhop of Rome, 
reccived a. general Applauſe and 
Commendation for condemning and 
cenſuring the M:{-aniry Doctrine, 
and thoſe who favour'd it. 


Daaſus, as I told you, having 
with general Sa i5faction and Ap- 
plauſe , condemn d and cenſured 
Millenaianiſm; ater this ut for a long 
long time ſeem'd quite extinct, and 
no more was heard of it till the en- 
trance of the laſt Century : About 
which time it began ag to ap- 


pear, but ic:a Shape and Dreſs much 
D 2 dit- 
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-, iifring from the firſt Me//cxnnianiſm. 
For the Modern: Mi/lennaries will * 
have nothing to do with the groſs | 
and carnal Conceit of Cerizthus, but 
utterly diſown all ſuch brutal Enjoy- 
ments, .as that Heretick made the 
Accompliſhment of his M:/{ezn:nm. 
And they condemn the ancient Fa- 
thers for adhering to the ſame Hu- 
mour. And-as for the. Ch:liaſts of 
this Century, they have labour'd to 
make their Opinion come up to the 
Genius of Religion, and to the Taſte 
of thinking Men. 67D 

- But the Milleanians are not at 
Unity among themſelves, but dit- 
fer very much in the Traditive, 
or Method of delivering their 
Opinton. | For there are ſome 
wou!d have this proſperous State of 
the Church upon Earth not to laſt 
only a Thouſand, but Millions of 
Years. But. the foberer of them a-_ 

gree in theſe :two principal Branches 

.* . of the Opinion :. F;7f, *That our 

| -— Lord Jeſus 4s to come viſibly. and 

Y * bodily 
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© bodily to reign upon Earth with" 


* Believers, his faithful SubjeRs, a i 
** thouſand Years: Andtoexecutethe : 


*oreat, terrible, and general Judg+-/ 
* ment. And they build their Con- 
jeure upon theſe Words of St. Fohz 
the Divine, viz. And they lived and 
reigned with Chriſt a thouſand Tears. 
Rev. 20. 4 Theſe Words ( wit 
Chriſt) they ſay, are Emphatical, and 
ſgnifie, That our Lord muſt needs 
come down and be upon the Earth," 
during the time his Kingdom 1s to 
be here below, or otherwiſe the 
Saints cannot be ſaid to reign with 
him. 

- Secondly, The Chialifts generally 
hold, * That all thoſe who have been + 
* put-to death for the name of Chriſt, ! 
*as well under the Roz2an Emperors 
as others, ſhall be raiſed and par- 
*take of the Joy and Happineſs of 
* this Reign, together with thoſe 
* Saints, who {hail then be found a- 
*live. And for this Branch of their . 


Opinion they alledge thoſe other' 
D 3 Words 
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Words of St. John, viz. And I ſaw 
the Souls of thoſe that were beheaded 
for the Witn-fs of F ſus, and for the 
Word of Goa, and which had not wor- 
ſpipped the Breaſt, neithey his Image, 
nerther had received his Mark upon 
their Forehtads, Or in their Hanas ; 
and thy lived and veioncd with Chriſt 
a thouſand years. But the reſt of the 
azaa lived nat azdin natil the thouſand 
gears were finiſhed, This 1s the firſt 
Re{orre&ion. And becaule it 1s here 
{aid, That the reit of the Dead lt- 
ved not again until the thouſand 
Years were finiſhed, they conclude, 
that all thoſe Believers who dyed. 
natural Deachs, or by any accident, 
thar had nothing 1n it common 
with Martyrdom for the Cauſe of 
Chriſt, were not to riſe until the 
Laſt and Great Day. 

Miſes iz rrald;;s Writes of {ome 
who {uppoſed this coming ot oar 
Lord to reign Perſonally on Earth 
for a thonfand Years, was not con- 
venient ior his Glory, nor agreeable 

to 
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to the Word of God ; and therefore 
they underltood Chriſt's preſence 
upon Earth, not of the eft:ctive 
Tranſport and Removal of his Per- 
ſon, but of a more expre*: and 
particular Revelation oi his P -wer, 
accompanied with a more clear and 
perfect knowledge of the *Tuth, 
For the Lord in Scripture 's iid to 
come, when in ſome extraorainary 
manner he manifeſts his rower : 
Theſe Men do believe that the Mar- 
tyrs ſhall be raiſed, but they could 
not comprehend, that being rid” 
they ſhould ſtay fo long here below 

becauſe of the many inconveniences 
that would. inevitably attend 1t. 
And therefore b-1og riſen, they be- 
lieved that they were to be received 
ip into Heaven, and to take Pol- 
ſeſſion of Happineſs until the reſt of 
the Faithful ſhould come to be 
their Partners at the ſecond Reſur- 


rection. 
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” "But thi !1*here were others, who! 


/ulideiRtobu theſe Words of the Di 
- vine, neither of Chriſt's. Corporal 
Preſence on Earth, nor of the real 
Reſurretion of the Martyrs. For 


they obſerve, That the Scripture-ge-: 


nerally ſpeaks bur of one [effective 


| Reſurrection of the Body, and that: 
/ tobe univerſal: So that rhey cannot 
be brought to think that all che o-> 
ther inſpired Pen-men ſhould paſs o-: 


ver infilence-ſo great and concerning 
a Point, if any. ſuch thing was ever 


to happen. And upon this Confide- 


_ Tation they interpret St. Johz's firft 
 Reſurreftion ' metaphorically, and 


” underftand: it: of the Reparation- of 
the Martyrs'Credit : Andrhat where-. 
as they had ' been defam'd- upon. 


Earth, and” traduc'd as: Hercticks, 
and troubleſome ſeditious Perſons, 


who deſerved the Puniſhments they : 
endured, that the time would come, - 


when they ſhould be acknowledged 
to have been the good and faithſnl 
Servants of God, when their Memo- 
ries 
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| ries: ſhould: be celebrated with'Blef: 


ſing and Praiſe ; which to them 
{hould' be a fort of ReſurreQi- 
ON: 

Again, there were others who | 
applyed and confin'd the M:lleaninm | 
to the Enlargement and Proſperity. 
of | the Reformd Church ; which 
though now lock'd up in a Corner, 
{[houtd 'then. be extended through 
allthe World ; that both Jew and 
Gentile being brought into it, and 
become: Profeſſors of the Reformed) 
Religion; -:the Church ſhould: enjoy 
a profound Peace, and a general 
Proſperity, and that none ſhoujdidare 
to difturb- it..: For Baby/o' {hall be; 
deſtroyed, the Man: of. 'Sin diſcomfic \ 


ted, and Satan reſtrained from-fedu-- 
]cing the Nations, for he ' ſhall! be 


impriſoned in the. bottomleſs Pitz 
and bound in. Chains; ſo that the 
Goſpel -thall. be! no-more perſecured\ 
at :his Inſtigation,: nor fuffer by any 
ill nfage whatſoever: But the Church 
{hall rule over thoſe who before de- 

| ſtroy'd 
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ſtroy'd her, and diſpoſe of them as 
ſhe : pleaſes : And tor this they pro- 


duce St. Fob, who faith, That he}. 


ſow Throas, and they that fat npon 
them reianed with Chriſt ; And that 
of i)anicl, where he foretold, That 
the Kinsdom 19s Dominion, and the 
greatneſs of the Kingdom under the 
whole Heaven, ſhall be given to the 
People of the Saints of the moſt High, 


whoſe K inodom is an everlaſting K ing- 


dom, and all Dominions fhall ſerve and| 


obey him, Dan.7. 27. And this hap- 
py condition of the Church is to 
lafta very marvellous long time, e- 
ven for a thouſand years ; or as 0- 
thers, who take that number inde- 
finitely, to Eternity, And when 
this comes to paſs, all Earthly Pow- 
ers ſhall be deſtroy'd, and no Domi- 
non {hall appear but that of the 
People of the Saints ; whole Sove- 
reionty and Rule will be over all ac- 
cording as was prefigured in. that 
Stone cut out without Hands, which 
imote Neb1chadaetzar's Image, and 
broke it in pieces. And 
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And yet notwithſtanding that 
the Miſeanian Gentlemen are all tor 


| ſubjecting the World, yet they are 


not agreed how this grcat Con- 
queſt will be effected : For thoſe 
Scriptures which ſpeak clearlieſt 
of the thing, are filen: as to the 
manner. Some are ſo hardy as 
to affirm it: muſt be done with 
Force ; and rhat the Angel ſtand- 
ing in the Sun, {hall cry with a loud 
Voice, and ſay to all the Fowls 


that fly in the midſt of Heaven, 


* Come and gather your ſelves toge- 
*ther unto the Supper of the Great 
* God ; and ear the Fleſhof Kings, 
*and the Fleſh of Captains, andthe 
Fleſh of mighty Men, &c. And 
when this ſort of Cannibal-Sup- 
per 1s ended, the Mill-ninm 1s to 

begin. | | 
But formerly i:'s Commencement 
was not aſcertained ; for there were 
ſome that he'd ir was to begin be=. 
fore the Reſurrefion, and lome after 
it, And to reconcile this Ditfte- 
rence 
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rence! they invented a double Reſur- 
rection ; one of the Martyrs, which 
they call the Firſt Reſurrection 3 
and” the other of all Men, which 
they term the Second. And the 
M:1-naium they Jay, ſhall begin at- 
ter the former and before the lat- 
ter. 3 
But there are yet other Particu- 
larittes in which the Ch:alits are 
not unanimous, for they differ a- 
bout the very Nature of the Opi- 
nton ; ſome looking upon 1t as meer- 
ly probable, and leave the whole 
Baſinels to the Event : and others 
would obtrude it upon the Church 
as a neceſſary Doctrin; and theſe, to 


haſten the Mill-nziam,would have all | 
impions Magiſtrates violently taken 


our of the way ; becauſe, according 
to their wild Opinions, till they be 
deſtroyed, this Kingdom cannot be- 
gin : Forir is toconfiſt in univerſal 
Peace, Plenty and Rizhteouſneſs, 
which they have not hopes to ſee 
flouriſh upon- Earth, while there 

are 
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are any wicked Powers left here 
below that may diſturb ir, 

The Mzleaniazs were once at no 
better Agreement concerning the 
place where this wonderful Diſ- 
penſation 1s to be tranſacted : For 
tome conhined it only to Paleſtine ; 
and others faid it ſhould be ſpread o- 
ver the whole Earth. The duration 
likewiſe of this Tranſcen.'ent Reign 
has been controverted ; for though 
they now limit 1t preciſely tq- a 
Thouſand Years, yet there have 
been not a few who durſt not- be 
ſo ÞGeremptory, but held that the- 
length thercot was only made 
known unto God. There was a 


time too when no better Harmony 


was among the Miſ:»7r7ce con- 
cerning the Subjects of this King- 
dom 3 for ſome will have 2'i the 
Saints to riſe from the Dead and 
reign In it : And others will have 
none to partake of this Honour bur 
the Martyrs ; whom they rhougit 


were to dic again before the Lat > 


Tucz- 
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Judgment ; though otkers will have | 


them co live and reign with Chriſt 
for ever. But what is yet farther re- 
 markable, the Milennianifts dilagree 
about the Topicks. of proving their 
Opinion ; for ſome would prove it 
by Apoſtolick Tradition, and the 
Scriptures ; others by the $:byl/ine 
Oracles, and Heathen Poets : And 
ſome for the Proof of it, have 
made uſe of all theſe together, 
with ſome Paſſages out of the A- 
pocryphal Books. And now ſeeing 
the Patrons of the Millennium are 
not well agreed among themſZlves 
concerning it, nor what Arguments 
are moſt proper to be uſed 1n its 
Defence, it is a ſhrewd Prejudice a- 
ainſt them , - that they have no 
good Ground for what rhey hold. 
_ St. FJerom, out of the Writings 
of Lattantins, gives us a large De- 
ſcription of this M/l{-2z:77 Stare ; 


and he makes it fo charming and. 


full of Delights, char I took it for 


a Charafter of Heaven. And I had 
R1ll 
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ſtill reſted under the Power of that 
Notion, had I not met wich brute 
Creatures in this ' Paradiſe ;; which 
according to their Capacity are . as 
happy as the Saints ; for they live 
in abſolute Peace: and Plenty, free 
from Fear and Servitude. Being de- 
liverd from their natural -Ferities, 
all Antipathies being extinguiſhed 
in them ; and the Lion has nomore 
of Enmity lefr him., than - Saint 
Laurence of a miſchievous Paſſion : 
A happy State for the Brutes, if it 
might be everlaſting! Bur what 
w1ll- become of the regenerate 
Bears and Wolves when the Mz/- 
kenninm 1s determined ? their own 
harmleſs Deporrment, one would 
think, ſhould ſecure them from , 
violent Deſtruction ; bur where 
their Happineſs . will be continu- , 
ed, 1s not eaſie for the M:/l-nz/an 
to find out: For he will ſcarce al-' 


|low them to. go along with the * 


Saints when the M:-nzium. 1s end- 
ed, But my Batineſs is not to argue, 
"bet 
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but repreſent. And if what | 
write may help to ſet the Mz 
{ennium in a full Light, I have my 


Delign. 


'- I would gladly here demand of 
the M;/eznian, where he places the 
chief Strength of his Opinion ? 
Whether in the Authority of the 
Perſons who firſt held it, or 1n the 
Validity of the Reaſons which led 
them to hold it : If in the former, 
we may lay in the Balance againſt 
it, the Authority of others, as Wiſe 
and Learned, who were againſt it; 
if in the latter, 4//z, the Reaſons 
brought for it, we muſt then con- 
ſider if they will hold weight. But 
at preſent we will enquire whether 
Chriſt has ſpoken any thing in 
Countenance of this Kingdom, or 
rather whether he has not ſpoken 
againſt it ; for if our Lord appear 
its Enemy, not all the Wit of Man 


can defend it. 
To 
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To conſtitute the Mll:z711m it 15 
neceſſary that Chriſt deſcend from 
Heaven, and vilibly reign on Earth 
in Pomp and Grandeur, and with 
Power and Dominion like other 
Earthiy Kings, but in a way ang 
Perſection tar tranſcending them. 
Now this 1s ſuch a Kin»zdomas our 
Lord ſeems quite to diſown. For 
in his Conference with Pzlare, who 
was very defirous to be informed 
of the Manner and: Nature of his 


Kingdom, he gave him plainly to 


underſtand thar he was to have no 


ſuch Kingdom as the Jews expected, 
and che Romans feared. For, faith 
lie, my Kinzdom is not of this World, 
John 18. 36. that is, I have no 
EarthlyeKingdom 3 forif 1 had, my 
Subjects would never ſuffer me to be 
thus treated ; They would engage 
in a Military way to defend me from 
being delivered into the Hands of 
my Enemies, and atfhift me, as all 
g00d Subjects, ought to ailiit rheir 
King. And hs was fo far from 

E fa- 
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favouring the Opinion ſome had of 
his having an Earthly Kingdom, that 
| he took all occaſions ro declare a- 
gainlt it. 

Of which we have two remarka- 
ble inſtances : the one in the {harp 
Reprimand he gave that forward 
Diſciple, who drew ſword in his 
Defence , commanding him to put 
it 1nto the Sheath, and letting him 
know, that he came not to be a King 
on Earth, but a Martyr, and pati- 
ently endure the malicious Injuſtice 
oi Iis Adverſaries, and not with 
armed Violence to repell them. The 
{econd inſtance of his being againſt 
an Earthly Kingdom, was his Re- 
tirement to his Privacy and Prayers 
inthe Mountain, when he perceived 
they would take him by force, 
and make him a King , St. John 
0. I5. 

It was the received Opinion , 
ſanh 7 aatus and Syetonins, that a- 
bout the time our Lord appear- 
&] in the World, a great King 

ſhould 
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ſhould ariſe in Jardka , whom the 
Jews believed ſhonld work their De- _ 
liverance, and revenge them on the 
Nations who had got the Domini- 
on over them, And when the 
Jews had ſcen Chriſt's Miracle in 
feeding a great Multitude with 
{mall Proviſion, they concluded 
that he was the mighty King they 
expected ; and they conjectured 
rightly enough, that he was able 
to ſuſtain the moſt numerous Army 
with a very little charge, whom they 
law to have fed ſo great a Com- 
pany with Five Barl:y Loaves and 
Two ſmall Fiſhes; and that the 
Fragments which remained were 
more than what was firft ſet onthe 
Table. And now in all haſte they 
would make him their King ; and 
in caſe he refuſed, they were re- 
ſolved to force him. But: to con- 
vince them that he was to un- 
dertake no ſuch Employment, 
he departed our of their Hands, 


and utterly rejefted the Propoſt- - 
E 2 £10n ; 
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_ - and ſq prevented their De- 
180, 
" will it ſuffice to alledge, - 
That Chriſt only declared againft 
having a Kingdom on Earth art 
'that time; and that he was to have 
one afterwards, when the Earth 
was regenerate and renewed, and 
fit to receive him from Heaven. For 
not one Word ever fel] from our 
Lord's Lips to this purpoſe : And-it 
our Lord were ever to have had 
ſuch a Kingdom on Earth, as the 
* Ffair opportunity to own. and to 
declare it, when the Rozzax Gover- 
nour urged him to dechre what 
| fort of Kingdom his was, and whe- 
ther or no he was a King? As to 
his Kingdom, he told him it was not 
of this World, not Corporal and 
Earthly ; which St. Paul calls a good 
Confe//ion, 1 Tim 6. 13. a fair and 
.generous Acknowledgment that he 
was not to have any ſuch Kingdom 
as P//ate ſulpeQed. And as to his 
being 


Milleznian allerts, he had. now a |, | 
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being a King, he told him withour ; 
any 'reſerve, that he was incarnate... 
and born in humane Fleſh to be a 
King ; and that one end of his co- 
.ming into the World, was to te- 
ſtifie this Truth, That he was a 
King ; and that every true Servant 
of God was convinced thereof, and 
did receive and obey him as their 
King. But he ſtill denyed to have 
any Corporal vilible Kingdom on 
Earth ; and gave not the leaſt Inti- 
mation that he ever-was to have | 
ſuch an one. And I appeal to the 
Holy Oracles of both Teſtaments, 
if they mention any other Kingdom 
of Chriſt thin what is Heavenly, 
Spiritual, and Eternal. 

That Chriſt's Kingdom is eminent-\ 
ly in Heaven, and that that 1s the | 
place where he is exalted to the / 
higheſt degree of' Glory, and rhat/ 
from thence he 1s to come to judge 
the Quick and Dead, and return, 
pack as he came, with Power and ; 


great Glory, when that General 
&: E 3 Seſlts 
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/Seſhons are over, has. ever been 
_ the Creed ofthe Catholick Church. 
That our Lord reigns in Believers 
Hearts by the Goſpel, which 1s the 
Scepter of his Kingdom, and by the. 
Holy Ghoft which the Father ſent 
down from Heaven to manage the 
Government of the Church, as it 1s 
a Truth acknowledged by all, fo 
it 15 enough todenotninate his King- 
dom to be Spiritual, That his King- 
dom 15 not to determinate after a 
certain number of years, but that 
thereof there is no end, is the Do- 
arine of the /Vicene B-lief, and at- 
teſted by the Angel in St. Luke 1. 33. 
That Chriſt's Kingdom is effenti- 
ally but one, though by Reaſon 
of the various Diſpenſacions and 
Conditions thereof, it has ſeveral 
Names {as of Grace, Glory, &C.) 
has ever been the NoA@rine of che 
Scriptures. Now it will not be ve- 
ry caſte to make theſe Properties of 
Ciriſt's Kingdom applicable to the 
Mill:aniam ; Bectuſe the Millennium 
15 
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| 1s a Kingdom on Earth, in which 
Chriſt is to reign over the Bodies 
of the Saints, and which after a 
Thouſand years muſt have an end ; 
and ſo is not eternal, but temporal 


- andtranſitory. | 
And if it be faid that the Mz/- 


{expnium 15 a Kingdom of it ſelf, 
and has its own Particularities and 
Attributes, diſtia& from Chriſt's 
other Kingdom, then it will fol- 
low, that our Lord has more King- 
doms than one, which none hi- 
therto has been found to main- 
tain : Nor is there any Ground 
whereon to build ſuch a Conclu- 
ſion. 
The taking up of the Croſs is 
a Condition ſo inſeparably annex- 
ed to the Profeſſion of Chriftianity, 
thar Three Evangelifts have from 
Chriſt's own Mouth recorded it : 
And our Lord, who could not but 
be apprehenſive how irkſome the 
thoughts thereof muſt needs be to 
humane Nature, ſupported his Diſ- 
= 4 ciples 
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ciples with the aſſurance, That their 
/ Afiictions ſhould be rewarded with 
unſpeakable Happineſs : But then 
this Happineſs was to be enjoyed 
only in Heaven; for he gives them 
not the leaſt Intimation of any ſuch 
thing , as a pleaſanr and glorigus 
Milleaaium here on Farth. If our 
Lord had defigned the Saints any 
{uch Felicity below, after they had 
tor his ſake undergone many Tri- 
bulations, one would think that 
eithcr by himſelf or his Apo- 
ſtles, foine mention would have 
been made thereof ; it bein 
a thing very remarkable, and o 
2reat uſe 1n ail the Apes of the 
Church, to comfort and encourage 
Martyrs 'and Confeſſors : But not 
one Word 15 heard from them 
to this purpoſe. Now it is at 
leaſt a probable Argument that the 
Apoſtles knew nothing of a Mz/- 
{cnniam, becauſe they no where 
mention ir : And yet they knew 
all thoſe places of the old Teſta- 

- | ment 
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\ ment the Mzillennians produce for \ 
' their Opinion.anda!] the Viſions that 
were ever addreſſed to any Pen-man 
of the New Teſtament ; anq yer 
we find not cne- Syllable out of ei- 
ther 15 made uſe of by them in be- 
half of this earthly Reign, 

How many things were foreto!d 
by St. Paul that were to come to 
paſs 1n the latter times, touching 
the Vices and Immoralities thar 
were then to happen ; touching the 
revealing of the Man of Sin, and 
what it was that retarded it : 
touching the Calling of the Fews, 
and their Converſion ; and touch- 
ing the fearful Judgments that were 
to befal the Perſecntors of the Go- 
ſpel. Yet among all theſe things 
he is deeply filent concerning the 
Peace, Proſperity, Power, Plenty, 
Righteouſneſs, &c. which (we are 
told) the Church ſhall enjoy on 
Earth for a Thouſand years. The 
Apoſtle muſt needs have known as. 
well as any of the — 
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if eveg there was to be ſuch a King- 
dom upon Earth, as that of the 
Thouſand years : He could not but 


allo perceive how much the hope | 


thereof would have ſupported the 
Minds of the perſecuted Chriſtians, 
and daunted their Perſecutors : And 
yet for all this,*that St. Pa#v/ in 
the Account given by him of Chriſt's 
coming to take Vengeance of his 
Adverſaries, and to be glorified in 
his Saints, and to be admired 1n all 
them that believe in that Day, 
that he ſhould not drop one Word 
of the Milexainm, it he thought 
there would be any ſuch thing, and 
when 41t would have been very na- 
tural to have mentioned it, muſt to 
a Man that thinks, ſeems ſomewhat 
ſtrange. 

But if after all this the M:U-zn:- 
#7 appears to be a Scriptural Do- 
Qrine, then my Task is to turn Be- 


rean, and to ſearch the Scriptures, 


and try if we can find it there. 
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I know but one place of Holy 
Writ where the Mi/:z2iumz Reign 


is expreſly mentioned, and that is 


Rev. 20. We will ſet down the Paſ: 
ſage entire. 


r. And T fav an Angel come down 
from Heaven, having the Key of the 
bottomleſs Pit, and a great Chain in 
his Hana. 

2. And he laid hold on the Dra- 
gon, that old Serpent, which is the 
Dewil and Satan, and bound him 4 
Thouſand Tears, 

3. Andcaſt bim into the bottomleſs. 
Pit, and ſhut him up. and ſet a Seal 
upon him, that he ſhould deceive the 
Nations no more, till the thouſand years 
ſhould be fulfilled ; and after that he 
muſt be loofed a little Seaſon. 

4. And I ſaw Thrones, and they 
fat upon them, and Judgment was gi- 
ver unto them : And I ſaw the Souls 
of them that were beheaded for the 
Witne(s of Feſus, and for the Word 
of God, and which had not worſhip- 

| ped 
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pred tho Beaſt , #e ither his Imaze, 


netinr hid roceiurd his Marr up- 
oz thor For "41 ar in their Hands ;, 
ani the '3 lived od rezonea with Chriſt 
a ehouſan' years, 

"5. But the reit of the Dead lived 
not azain untill the ihoufans years 
were 4 maiſhed. this is the Firſt Re- 
Of; rrotiom,. 

0. Bleſſed and Huly is he that hath 
Pare 1n 7M Fr ft Reſurrection. Oz 
{ ich the "RP 1; D-ath hath no Pow- 
er ; but th-y ſbull he Pricft [t's of God, 
and of Chriſt ana ſhall re17n wth 
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In theſe Words are laid the 
Foundation of Millenniauiſm ; but 
how fit they are tro bear up rhat 
Opiaton, comes to be conſidered. 

The Divine in a Viſion re- 
ceives the Repreſentation of a won: 
derful proſperous State that the 
Chriftian Church was to enjoy. 
And then ſers down wherein this 
Happy State of the Church was to 

CON- 
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conſiſt; when it was to bepin ; and 
how long to continue. 

The happy State of the Church 
here foretold, was to confift in 
chaining up the Devii, which was 
to be done by Chriſt the great An- 
gel of rhe Covenant, But it does 
not fignifie that the Devil ſhould be 
ſo bound up by Chriſt, as that he 
{nould not perſecute, diſturb, or 
diſquiet the Church as he had done : 
And that all along theſe thouſand 
years there ſhould not one cloud of 
diſquietude or diſturbance be raiſed 
by hin or his Inſtruments, to e- 
cliple the Church's Peace and !ran: 
quility. For there 15 not a Word 
that the Devil ſhould be thus 
bound : But the binding of him 
was, That he {hould not deceive 
the Nations any more, 4s It 15 I 
the Greek. The i-evil- had deceiv- 
ed and kept the poor Heathen 10 a 
miſerable Deluſion by Idols, Oracles, 
falſe Miracles and horrid Myſteries 
of Irreligiouſnels : From their firit 

ca 
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caſting offat the Confuſion of Babe!,|. 


till the Goſpel was brought 1n a- 
mong them by the Apoſtles, which 
was above two thouſand years. And 
the Geztiles had ſtill continued un- 
der the Delufion of the Devil, if 
Chriſt by the Goſpel had not dif- 
ſolved his Charms, bronght down 
Idolatry. filenced his Oracles, and 
lying Wonders, and reſtrained his 
Malice in perſecuting the Church, 
ands ſhortned his Power in cor- 
rupting the World. And this ſeems 
_ clearly to be the meaning of bind- 
ing of Sata, and caſting him into 


the Abyſs, ſhutting and Sealing him 


up, that he ihould no longer de. 
ceive the Nations : And during all 
this time the Devil was thus re: 
ſtrained, the Chriftian Profeſſion 
was to flouriſh, and the Condition 
of the Church to be wonderful hap. 
py in reſpeCt of what it had been 
before : And this was here fignihed 
brit, by the Thrones, and the fit- 
ting on them, and giving Judgment 

£0 
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'to -them that ſat on them - 
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which Words may have a double 
Reference, one to the Church, and 
another to the Civil State; and borh 
expreſſing the proſperous Condition 
of Chriſtianity. As they have a 
peculiar Eye to the Church, they 
foretell her great Happineſs in ha- 
ving her Aſſemblies very numerous 
and 1n excellent Government, her 
Cenlures and Dilcipline having an 
effetual Force and Power over all 
her Members. And as they look 
unto the Civil State, they ſhow 
that when the Gerzzi/es ſhould be 
converted, that God would ſet up 
Thrones, that is, Kings and Mag1- 
ſtrates, and put Judgmeat into their 
Hands, and that theſe Chriſtian 
Powers ſhould Rule and Judge 
in the World, as the Heazhez had 
done before. Ts 

The Jews had a Conceit and Fan- 
cy, that when M-fias came, he 
ſhonld Reign among them a Thou- 
ſand years, and deſtroy the Heather, 


and 
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and break them with a Rod of Tron, 
and daſh them in pieces like a Por- 
ters Veſſel, To which Opinioa the 
Divine here alludes ; who, rhat he 
might be the better underftood by 
the Few, makes uſe of an Expret- 
lion well known among them, and 
tells them, * Thar whereas they 
© had an Imagination, that M-/7:s 

* will have a Pompous , Splendid , 
* Glortous Kingdom among them ; 

© and that theyſhould reign with him 
* in Worldly State and Magniticence ; 
* That he would cruſh, and ſab- 
* due all thoſe He-athca who {hall 
© then exerciſe Dominion over them. 
Now to reftifie this groſs Miſtake, 
he tells them, and rhat from God; 
© That the Reign of the Mc/77 5 all 
© be among the Nations, or the. 
* Geptiles ; and that he would not 
«deſtroy, as _ erroneoully ima- 
*61ned, but dejiver them from the 
* Power and Deluſions oi Satan ; 


© and that he wouid chata up that 


« old Serpent, that he deceive the 
"Na 
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* Nations no more as he had done : 
© But that whereas before they 
* for a very long time had been 
* only taught of the Devil, now 
* thac of E/ay ſhould be fulhlled, 
* viz. Thy Chilaren ſhall be taught 
*of God, Efay 54. 13. Which 
our Lord himſelf applies to the 
preſent purpoſe, St. Jon 6. 45. 

And ſpeaking how Chriſt 
would diſpoſe of the Heathen 
when he ſhould have brought 
them in from under the Decetiv- 
ings of. the Old Serpent, to the 
Knowledge and Profeſſion of the 
Goſpel, he ſaith, He world give 
them Thrones ; that 1s, he would 
plat-form them into Kingdoms, 
States, ana Civil Government , 
and that he would ſer up Chri- 
ſtian Kings and Magiſtrates a- 
mong them, who ſhonld be 
Nurſing Fathers of the Church, 
and Defenders of the Faith. 
And that whereas the Fews 
dreamed of reigning with the 
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M:ſjias, our Apocalyptick tells 
them, *That they were greatly 
* miſtaken, and that none were 
* to reign with Mc:{7as but thoſe 
« that ſuffer with him : The Souls 
* of them that were beheaded for 
* the Witneſs of Je/zs, and for 
© the Word of God, and which 
* had not worſhipped the Beaſt, 
*neither his Image, neither had 
* received his Mark upon their 
* Foreheads : Theſe are they that 
* were to Live and Reign with 
* Chriſt a thouſand years. 

The Mzleanian DoQtrine ſup- 
poſes, That Chriſt muſt come 
down on Earth, and have a new 
Kingdom here in this World. 
But here 1s no ſuch thing ſpo- 
ken of, no mention ak all of 
any new Reign of Chriſt on 
Earth, But the Kingdom of 
Chriſt here ſpoken of, is that 
which he had before, and that 
which 1s every where called his 
Kingdom ; and that thoſe _ 
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' had been beheaded or killed, 
and that had not worſhipped, exc. 
were to be admitted into a Par- 
ticipation of that Kingdom with 
him. 

Two things are here to be 
enquired into : Firſt, What 1s 
meant by the Beheaded, and non- 
Worſhippers of the Image, & ! 
for I take them to be all one 
and the ſame Men : And next, 
W hat by Living and Reigning ? 

And firſt, by the I*em:azuouhua 
Securi percuſſs, which we render 
Beheaded , muſt be meant the 
conſtant perſevering Servants of 
Chriſt, ſuch as were Faithful 
unto Death, and in their Com- 
bats and Oppoſitions, of the Ido- 
latries and Practices of the Hea- 
then, reliſted unto Blood : Such 
as 1na Pious, Conſtant, Coura- 
geous Confeſlion of the Truth, 
had held out againſt the Beaſt 
and his Image ; that 4s, as ſome 
underſtand theſe Terms, Againſt 
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worſhipping Jepiter Capatolings , 
or the Idols in the Capitol at Rome, 
and other ſuch like as were ſet .up 
ina divers places of the Roman 
Empire. 

Now I do not think the ve- 
ry fame individual . particular Per- 
lons, who at any time had been 
flain for the Sake of Chriſt, 
were, at the Milleaninm, to re- 
turn to Life again ; and that 
their Souls ſhould _ Jeave their 
State of Bliſs and Quiet, and be 
reunited to their Bodies, then to 
be raiſed and reſtored. But I 
am rather inclin'd to nnderſtand 
this Branch of the Vilion, of a 
Sncceſhon of Men, who were 
ro be like thoſc that with won- 
derful Conſtancy and Courage, 
nad born Witneſs to the Truth, 
and ſeald their Teſtimony with 
their Blood. For I look upon 
the Church as a fluid Pody, 
which always runs 1n a Succel- 
fion ot Parts, and that it 15 like the 
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River Euphrates, where one Stream: 
inſtantly follows another with- 
out the leaſt diſcontinuation or 
diſunion. Labiter > labetnr ; 
The River is the fame, though 
the Parts thereof are in continu- 
al Change and Motion, ſucceed- 
ing one another. For unleſs the 
Church be thus confidered it 
would behard to make her capable 
of the Promiſes God his made 
for her continual Preſervation. 
For neither to particular Chri- 
ſttians, nor to the Church of all 
the Chriſtians in one Ape, can 
be applyed this Promiſe, viz. 
That the Gates of Hell ſhall at 
ver prevail againſt her. But it 1s 
moſt comfortably applicable to 
the Church in an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion of Chriſtians ; againſt 
whom the moſt implacable Ad- 
herſiry ſhall never be able fo 
lar to prevail, as wholly to ex- 
tirpate or deſtroy this Succeſſion. 
"ot [| doybr not þut theſe Words, 
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[ The Souls of them that were behead- 
ed, &C. lives and reigned with C Fu 
a thouſand Tears,] are to be under 
ſtood as thole that foilow, wer. 5. 
where it 1s ſaid, | !-e reſt of the 
dead lived not again until the thou- 
ſand Tears were finiſhed.] Now, 
there is none that have conclu- 
ded from hence, That the ſame 
numerical Iidolaters, and Apo- 
ſtate Unchriitian Livers, which 
lived - before the Millenninm , 
ſhonld at the end thereof, re- 
vive or come to life a- 
gain, and act over their old 
Impteties. But that when the 
M:llemninm 1s expired , Satan 
ſhou!d -again be let looſe, and 
freed from his Confinement, and 
fall to his old Trade of deceiv- 
ing the Nations, and that there 
ſhou'd ſpring up a Race of Ido- 
laters and LUnchriſtian Livers, 
like thoſe. that were before the 
thouſand Years began. So that 
in boch places a "Succeſſion of 
other 
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other Perſons, and not a reviving 
of the ſame, may very conliſtent- 
ly be underſtood. 

As to the living and reignin 
of theſe Men with Chrilt, ir 
does not imply that they revi- 
ved, and were rais'd, as the 
Chiliaſt affirms, but it is a Phraſe, 
ſetting forth the Happy State 
and Condition of Chriſtians ; 
and thar rhey ſhoutd. live, that 
is, be proſperous, and enjoy a 
wondertul great Quiet in their 
Religion, and Reign; or Sit up- 
on Thrones, and have Judg- 
ment given unto them, that 1s, 
peaceably polleſs Judicatures and 
Cenſures, and have a free and 
powerful Exerciſe of Diſcipline, 
which is the beſt Preferver of 
Purity. And, that the Earthly 
Powers at this time being Chri- 
ſtian , the Chnrch, by their 
Countenance and Favour; {honid 
quietly enjoy the ule of the 
Kevs, until Satan was once more 
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let looſe, and 7 Rieated wicked 
Men to break theſe Bonds afun- 
der, and caſt off theſe Cords from 
them. 

The next thing to be conſide- 
red, 1s the time when this Hap- 
py State began. And though 
this be a thing of ſome doubt, 
becauſe of the ſeveral Periods of 
time wherein the DeſtruQion 
of Heatheniſm in the Romar 
Empire may be placed: (For fo 
great a Change was not done all 
at once, bur by degrees, and at 
ſeveral times,) yet the Epoche of 
this Proſperity, 1s generally fix'd 
in the time of Co/tantize, when 
he ſet up Eccleſiaſtical Judica- 
tures in his Empire, and beſtow- 
ed many eminent Immunities and 
Priviledges upon the Church, a- 
bove all thar it ever had enjoyed 
before. | 

It was 1n his time that z the 
Church was arrayed in fine Li- 
nen, Clean and White : Ir was 
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' 1n his time that the Nati- 
ons thunder'd Hallelujahs to God 
for the illuſtrious Enlarge- 
ment of Chriſt's Kingdom at 
the Converſion of the Imperial 
City to Chriſtianity. It was in 
Conſtantine's time that the Pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian Religion 
was free, ſafe, and publick : 
and that the Orthodox enjoy'd 
a peaceable, proſperous, flouriſh- 
ing Eſtate, inſtead of their for- 
mer unquiet, miſerable, and per- 
lecuted Condition. For when 
the Emperor embracd the Faith, 
put an end to the Perſecutions, 
and by Decree proclaimed Li- 
berty of Chriſtianity ; it was 
then, I am of Opinion, that 
3itap was bound, and the Mz/- 
{eznium,, or Proſperity of the 
Church began. And agreeable 
to this beginning may be aſ- 
f12ned an end to theſe thouſ:nd 
Years, For if the binding of 
Sztan bare Date from Conſtan- 
G tine's 
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tines Edict , and the letting of 
him looſe be placed at the ri- 
ſing of the O::992a, Family, and 
brioging A//z and Greece to Ma- 
hometiſm, there will be about 
a Thouſand Years. During which 
time the Chriſtian Church -was 
in a flouriſhing Condition, com- 
pared with her State, both be- 
fore this Mllexninm began, and 
after it was expired. Nor are 
the Practices of Ju{:az againſt the 
Chriſtians, which ſoon followed 
after Conſtantize's favour to them, 
yield any irreconcilable oppoſiti- 
on to what has been ſaid. For 
thoſe who give ,an Account 
. of this Apoſtate's Carriage, tho? 
they every where acquaint us 
with his malicious Intentions a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, yet they 
likewiſe ſhew how wonderfully 
God prevented him : And how 
his Power and Fidelity appear'd 
in making good his Promiſe to 
the Chriſtian Church, in reſtrain- 
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ing this Apoſtate's Malice from 
dilquieting her. 

And now by what has been 
laſt ſaid, this Paſſage of Holy 
Writ appears to be but a very 
feeble Fonndation to ſupport 
Milleanianiſm. For though the 
Prophet did here foretell an hap- 
py Mllezaium to the Church ; 
yet it is ſuch a Millennium, as 
had but lictle or no Reſemblance 
with that which 1s modernly afler- 
ted. At the expiration of the 
Apocalyptick Millennium, the fet- 
ter'd Devil was to be ler looſe ; 
and in revenge of his long Con- 
finement, we may well ſuppole 
him, with greater Malice and 
Aftivity, to endeavour the Cor- 
ruption and Diſquietude of the 
Church. But at the end of the 
Modern Millennium no fuch thing 
is to happen ; but there ſhall 
ſftreightway follow the general 
Reſurreftion and Judgment ; 


where every Man's Eternal Fate 
{hall 
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ſhall be decided by an irreverſi- 
ble Sentence. 

And $0 after all, ir cannot 
be deny'd bur ſoine eminent Per. 
ſonages of tlie firlt Ages of the 
Church . did favour the Milen- 
zian Opinion 3 but they were 
but Men, whom we may as we! 
think to- err 1a this, as they did 
in Matters of far preater Impor- 
cance. 

Had the Catholick Church (re- 
preſented in ſome General Coun- 
cil) ever taken notice of this 
Dofrine, and approved it, then 
all Diſpute concerning it had 
been at an end. But never any 
ſuch rhing has hitherro hapned, 
And therefore give me leave, 
with a learned Sorh9nift, to call 
your celcbrz \ted Doctrine, Fax:o- 
ſum Antinuitati iS Del; 7 "1117, 
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